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This thesis examines the phenomenon of misleading content on
digital platforms as one of the most dangerous transformations that have
accompanied the new media environment. Misleading is no longer based
merely on spreading false information; rather, it has come to rely on an
integrated persuasive system carefully constructed to create conviction in
the recipient and reproduce it through digital circulation. Hence, the
research problem emerges, which posits that the power of misleading
content lies not so much in its news data as in the methods of persuasion it
carries.

The study aims to uncover the persuasion methods used in
misleading content on digital platforms, and to analyze the types of
communication appeals employed therein, whether rational, emotional, or
affective, in addition to the employment of religious and social values in
building false credibility. It also seeks to identify the contents most
susceptible to misleading and the journalistic forms most frequently used
in misleading news.

The study relies on the survey method, using the content analysis
tool, as it is the most appropriate method and tool for examining the
medium'’s content. A sample of misleading news is analyzed on each of the
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study's platforms, where (258) news items from the "Tech for Peace"
platform and (84) news items from the "Fahes" platform are analyzed over
a period of six months.

The study seeks to provide an analytical framework that explains the
persuasive methods and tools most frequently used in misleading content
that influence the audience, and how an inaccurate message turns into a
convincing one, in addition to the process of building the cognitive
legitimacy of misleading information within the digital environment. Its
results also provide indicators that can benefit researchers, media
institutions, and policymakers in developing strategies for verification,
awareness, and countering misinformation.

The results of the study reveal that the method of persuasion through
false certainty is the most widely used method of persuasion, ranking first
with a percentage of (38%) on the "Tech for Peace" platform and (38.1%)
on the "Fahes" platform. Affective appeals are at the forefront of
persuasive appeals, obtaining a percentage of (77.5%) on the "Tech for
Peace" platform and (66.7%) on the "Fahes" platform, surpassing the
rational appeal. The presence of political content is at the forefront of
misleading content, with a percentage of (32.5%) on the "Tech for Peace"
platform, and (41.7%) on the "Fahes" platform.
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